Research Tool Tutorial for MAS Ultra – School Edition

High School Social Studies 

Welcome! With this tutorial, EBSCO Publishing can help you use MAS Ultra- School Edition in a school or library environment, and put full text information at your fingertips.

MAS Ultra-School Edition contains full text for more than 500 popular general interest and current events publications with information dating back as far as 1975 for key magazines. MAS Ultra – School Edition also provides:


· 550 full text pamphlets

· 253 full text reference books

· ~100,000 biographies

· 76,000 primary source documents
Ordering A Search

If, for instance, your task is to help students with a Grade 11 Social Science project about the United Nations and the role of the United States within it, using examples of differing points of view on the topic, the following information will guide you. With this database, your tools are...
Keywords 

Lexiles

Saving Searches
Keywords

When choosing keywords, think globally and specifically. Some examples are: League of Nations, United Nations, U.N., Security Council, peacekeeping, Woodrow Wilson
Keyword Accessories: Use words together to focus in, separating them with words like AND, NOT, OR, to retrieve results that have both words.
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Select the full-text limiter to return only articles that are complete in the database. 
Reading a Search Result List

You can filter a result list and look at the type of article you want by clicking an icon at the top of your result list.

Click on the title to preview an article summary, also known as an abstract and read the full text. If it fits your needs, save it to your folder and/or print it.  
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More of a Good Thing

For subscribers to Online Reader, this topic can be further explored through additional insightful articles, reading comprehension assessments and a related teacher guide developed specifically for the Online Reader Cobblestone database.
Lexile

All of the information you retrieve on MAS Ultra-School Edition includes a Lexile, which is a number indicating the reading difficulty of the information you’re searching, and the approximate grade level equivalent required for comprehension. Use Lexiles to choose articles written at an appropriate reading level for students. 

Grade/Lexile Range


1 
200 – 400
   7
  950 - 1075


2
300 - 500  
   8
1000 - 1100

3
500 - 700 
   9
1050 - 1150 

4
650 - 850      10
1100 - 1200 

5
750 - 950 
  11
1100 - 1300
6
850 - 1050 
  12
1100 – 1300

If you know a student’s target Lexile number, articles within 100 points above or 50 points below the number are appropriate. If a student reads at a Grade 4 level, articles with a lower Lexile will be easier to read. Articles with varied Lexiles on the same topic will help meet the reading needs of a heterogeneous class. 

Customizing - To expand Lexile search beyond limits set in the dropdown, go to the keyword search box, type in your keyword, followed by the phrase and LX and the range of Lexiles you’d like to see. It can be either a wider or narrower range. LX is a search code for Lexile.

Now, let’s bring Keyword and Lexile together in a search.




Print/Email/Save Functionality During a Search session
To save, print, or email EBSCOhost data: 


Step 1: Save the article to your EBSCOhost search folder. Click the folder icon to the right of the title on your result list. 

Step 2:  Now go to the yellow folder icon at the top right side of the page indicating an item in the folder. Click on the icon. See illustration below. 
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Step 3: Your folder is now open, showing you what you have saved. 

Click on a Delivery Option located above the articles.
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Alerts Functionality: Save A Search for Later
Step 1: Click on the Advanced Search tab on your EBSCOhost search page.

Conduct your search using terms and limiters of your choice.

Step 2: When you see your list of articles, click on the Search History/Alerts tab at the top of your result list. See illustrations that follow
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Step 3: Clicking on the Search History/Alerts tab will bring you to a screen similar to the one below, summarizing your search terms and linking you to your results list.
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Step 4: If you click on Save Searches/Alerts, you will reach a personal account login page for saving information or setting up automatic alerts notifying you when EBSCOhost finds new information relating to your original search parameters. This new information is added automatically to your personal folder.
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This marks the end of your MAS Ultra-School Edition tutorial
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