Primary Search from EBSCO Publishing

Educator’s Tutorial

A full text database for school-related research and reading
Welcome! With this tutorial, EBSCO Publishing can help you use Primary Search in a school or library environment, and put full text information at your fingertips. 

Primary Search is designed specifically for elementary school libraries and public library children's rooms, contains:

· full text for more than 60 popular, elementary school magazines              100 student pamphlets. 

· the American Heritage Children's Dictionary, 3rd Edition from Houghton Mifflin. 

· an Image Collection of 116,000 photos, maps and flags.
· indexing and abstracts for nearly 100 magazines. 
· full text articles assigned a reading level indicator (Lexile).

Ordering A Search

Imagine that your task is to help Grade 4 students with a project about wild animals of the United States. A student chooses mountain lion. For this database, your tools are...
Keywords
 Lexiles      Saving Searches
Keywords - Like keys in a lock, keywords give you access to information. 

Before you sit at the computer, make a list of keywords that will help you zero in on information about mountain lions, Your teacher may give you words, or your textbook’s chapter headings may have words. Mountain lions go by different names. Here are some examples:   

mountain lion, mountain lions, puma, panther, cougar, catamount.
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Click Full Text to search full text articles only. This eliminates having to weed through results that are article citations only.
Keyword Accessories: Use the words together to focus in, separating them with words like AND, NOT, OR, to retrieve results that have both words.

For example, puma OR cougar OR mountain lion would help you find articles about the big cat using three of its names all at once. More results specific to your topic will come up this way.
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Lexile

Keywords are useful and effective for subject searching. Use Lexiles to find articles written at an appropriate reading level for students. 

All of the information you retrieve on Primary Search includes a Lexile, a number indicating the reading difficulty of the information you’re searching, and the approximate grade level equivalent required for comprehension. 

Grade/Lexile Range


1   
200 - 400
   7
  950 - 1075
2
300 - 500  
   8
1000 - 1100

3
500 - 700 
   9
1050 - 1150 

4
650 - 850     10
1100 - 1200 

5
750 - 950 
  11
1100 - 1300

6        850 - 1050    12    1100 - 1300

If you already know your target Lexile number, articles within 100 points above or 50 points below the number are appropriate. If a student reads at a Grade 4 level, articles with a lower Lexile will be easier to read. If their subject matter is appropriate and helpful, consider them too. Note to teachers, articles with varied Lexiles on the same topic will help meet the reading needs of your heterogeneous class. With that in mind, let’s bring Keyword and Lexile together in a search.

Customizing - To expand your Lexile search beyond limits set in the dropdown, go to the keyword search box, type in your keyword, followed by the phrase and LX and the range of Lexiles you’d like to see. It can be either a wider or narrower range. LX is a search code for Lexile. 

Reading a Search Result List

Click on the title of an article to preview a summary, or abstract and read the full text. If it fits your needs, save it to your folder and/or print it.  
Many full text titles are available in searchable PDF format, or HTML full text.
Sample Result List



More Keyboard Tricks 

If you know the title of a specific article, but forget the name of the journal it’s in, and want to go back to it, enter the title in the KEYWORD Find box.

The box is not case sensitive, so you’re not obliged to use capital letters.
Print/Email/Save Functionality During a Search session
To can save, print, or email EBSCOhost data: 


Step 1: Save the article to your EBSCOhost search folder. Click the folder icon to the right of the title on your result list. 

Step 2:  Now go to the yellow folder icon at the top right side of the page indicating an item in the folder. Click on the icon. See illustration below. 
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Step 3: Your folder is now open, showing you what you have saved. 

Click on a Delivery Option located above the articles.
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Alerts Functionality: Save A Search for Later
Step 1: Click on the Advanced Search tab on your EBSCOhost search page.

Conduct your search using terms and limiters of your choice.

Step 2: When you see your list of articles, click on the Search History/Alerts tab at the top of your result list. See illustrations that follow
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Step 3: Clicking on the Search History/Alerts tab will bring you to a screen similar to the one below, summarizing your search terms and linking you to your results list.
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Step 4: If you click on Save Searches/Alerts, you will reach a personal account login page for saving information or setting up automatic alerts notifying you when EBSCOhost finds new information relating to your original search parameters. This new information is added automatically to your personal folder.
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This concludes your Primary Search tutorial
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